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REVIEW

Doubtless, Rodanthi Tzanelli became in
a leading scholar in the analysis of ceremo-
nial performance, and of course, this book,
entitled Socio-cultural Mobility and Mega
Events, shows why. Based on the theories of
mobilities, she explores the performance of
ceremonies in the last FIFA World Cup hosted
in Brazil. These spectacles not only trigger
emotional reactions, as riots or protests, but
also confer ideologically a message, which
is elaborated by elite to explain the World.
Thus, the «cosmetic» of mobilities should not
be divorced from the role played by politics
by disciplining minds. The paradox lies in the
fact, well-accommodated classes enjoy the
spectacle the rest takes the streets to protest
for governmental corruption and the increase
in public expenditures oriented to sport sta-
diums construction. These outlays are done
while the country faces a deep financial cri-
sis that leads government to make important
cut-offs in education and health. This is the
point where aesthetics and ethics converge.
Historically, Brazil has been enrooted in a co-
lonial past where civilized ideals came from
Europe were prioritized over other voices.
This disciplinary mechanism of control not
only was not altered by the advance of capi-
talism, but enlarged as a bridge between two
nations; white lords and the rest. The technol-
ogy and development stadiums are equipped
are twofold. On one hand, they serve in order
for state to prevent risks, or terrorist attacks
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coming from the external boundaries, but at
the same time, they are used to discipline the
internal enemy, lower-classes. On another,
like many other similar events, Brazil 2014
combines the needs of surveilling «Others»
with policies to attract global richer tourists.
At some extent, the global freedom given
by the capacity of consuming entangles into
more immobile practices. Though this was
widely studied in the specialized literature,
Tzanelli adds, new fertile grounds for further
investigations surface post Brazil 2014.

In the introductory chapters, Tzanelli dis-
cusses that media-events often strengthens
the social ties of communities homogeniz-
ing the meaning developed by community of
history but in contexts of traumatic past, as
slavery and oppression in Brazil, two versions
of the same fabricated mythology takes room
in the same structure. Following Reijinders?,
Tzanelli clarifies that this corresponds with
the logic «guilty-landscapes» that character-
izes the consumption in Brazilian cities and
their encounter with modernity.

«l argue that within the same spatio-
temporal frame Brazilian socio-culture be-
come flexible interpreters of their own condi-
tion and the global standing. The book’s two
World Cup evenements teach us that when
a post-colonial culture finds itself in the late
capitalism domains, it can produce different
versions of the same social event in, by and
for other groups» (p. 11).

https://books.google.com.ar/books?id=1H8GCAAAQBAJ&Ipg=PA1&hl=ru&pg=PT17&redir_

2 Reijinders S. Watching the detectives: inside the guilty landscapes of Inspector Morse, Baantjer and Wallander.
European Journal of Communication, 2009, vol. 24, no. 2, pp. 165-181.
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This co-dependency between centre and
its periphery can be perpetuated by an alterna-
tion of what Tzanelli dubbed as «cosmographies
of riches and cosmologies of desire». Starting
from the premise that centrality can be formed
by a hierarchical system of symbols, thoughts
and beliefs consolidated by social networks. This
remains even after the independence evoked
not only by the needs of peripheral zones to
be part of sacred centre, but in a profound de-
sire to get the foreign cosmographies of riches.
Not surprisingly, this explains why peripheral
fascination for tourists coming from developed-
nations. The original gift is exchanged between
civilized and uncivilized worlds.

The second chapter discusses the differ-
ence between heritage kinaesthetics (modes
of cognitive and embodied movement as
heritage) and performative synaesthetics al-
luding to the performance of sensory percep-
tion. Third chapter delves into the fascinating
world of mobilities to expand the current un-
derstanding of globalization. In perspective,
ceremonials in Brazil 2014 are oriented to
create a unified sense of «brazilianness» to
be commoditized to global consumers. Ac-
cording to these stereotypes, the country is
praised but following of European discourse.
The fifth section covers the protest against
Rousseff who was suspected to commit acts
of bribe and corruption as well as the reaction
to the defeat 7 to 1 with Germany. Last but

not least, the book concludes with a review
of what Tzanelli calls, Brazil’s deep plot, which
consists in balancing the old frustrations and
deprivation proper of colonial past with a bi-
ased image of black masculinity.

In our knowledge, this archetype para-
doxically pits Brazilians against Argentineans.
One of the contributions of Tzanelli’s book
rests on the role played by conflict to restore
the homeostasis of social system. In this vein,
White lords in Brazil have many commonalities
with Argentineans (its heritage and roots from
Iberian Europeanness), than «black» rank and
file workers or other ethnicities. If this racial af-
finity prospers, Brazil would experience an irre-
versible fragmentation. To avoid the collapse,
the system fabricates a frightening allegory to
achieve its own cohesion. As S. Freud?® put it,
extreme fears to strangers as well as phobias
resulted from the attempts of mind to prevent
a «fragmented personality». That way, the ego
copes with contrasting feelings, oddly love and
hate. The imagined phobic object (in this case
Argentineans) re-channels the internal con-
flicts to achieve social cohesion. This explains
the rivalry between Brazil and Argentina in
Football and other sports. Whatever the case
may be this master-full project, which not only
enriches the works of students, professional
researchers and social scientists interested in
globalization and mobilities but will become in
a seminal work in cultural studies.

3 Freud S. The case of «little Hans» and the «rat man». London, Hogarth Press, 1909.

TYPAAUAXKECT

KAXAbIA KUTAEL, AO/KEH COBEPLUATb
No ABE 3APYBEXHbIX TYPNOE3AKW B rop,

locypapcTBeHHbI coBeT KHP onybaunkoBan nnaH pasButua Typuama B cTpaHe ao 2020 r. Mo naaHy
obLwan cymma notpebuTenbckux pacxonos B cdepe Typnsama 8 KHP fonkHA 4OCTUTHYTL 5,5 TpAH t0aHel,
a KaXKaplli }KUTeNb CTPaHbl [O/IKEH COBEPLUATb HE MeHee ABYX TYPUCTUYECKUX NOe30K B rof.

Mo paHHbIM PocTypmama, B 2015 r. KMTalLUbI CTaAM MAepammn Bbe3gHOro TypnoToka B Poccuio, oT-

TECHMB Ha BTOPOE MECTO TypuCTOB M3 EBponbl. U 3TO Aarke HECMOTPA Ha To, 4To Poccua cToMT Anwb Ha
12-m mecTe B CMUCKe CTPaH, Kyaa eayT KuTaiubl. Mpu 3TOM, NO OLEHKaM 3KCNepToB, BKAAL, KUTANCKUX
TYPUCTOB B 3KOHOMWKY Poccuu coctasaser okono $2,5 mapga, u3 Hux S1 mapa npuxogutca Ha Mocksy.
Pewatowmm dakTopom B Nosb3y oTabixa B Poccumn ctana gesanbsBauma pybns, caenaswasn Typusm 8 PO
6onee IKOHOMUYHbBIM.

Mo mamepuanam caiima http://zm-sochi.livejournal.com (dama o6paweHusa: 20.05.2016)
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